
4th Irish National Radon Forum 

Report of Proceedings 

Introduction 

This document reviews the discussion sessions of the fourth National Radon Forum held 

in Tralee on November 14th 2005.  This document does not purport to be a 

comprehensive report of the day’s proceedings.  The reader is invited to view the 

presentations which are available on the Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland’s 

(RPII) website on: www.rpii.ie/radon/Presentations_Fourth_NRF.htm.  These 

presentations together with this report should give a flavour of the topics discussed.  

Appendix 1 lists the Forum attendees. 

 

Session 1: The radon problem in Co Kerry 

• Mr Jimmy Deenihan, T.D., called for Tralee to be designated as a “hot spot” and 

will ask the Minister to do so because of the extent and seriousness of the problem 

locally.  He suggested that a grant should be made available at least for the homes 

with the highest radon concentrations.  He suggested that this grant scheme could 

be reassessed after a trial period.  He added that radon awareness efforts need to 

come from the Government for implementation by bodies such as the RPII, local 

authorities, etc.  He suggested that awareness locally in the Tralee area is 

reasonably high nonetheless he urged all householders to have their house tested. 

• Dr Pat O’Connor (Assistant Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland) 

suggested that free measurements should be offered to all householders in all 

High Radon Areas to increase the detection rate of high houses.  An RPII 

representative said that this may well be of some use but cautioned that free 

measurements on their own would not be sufficient.  He said that experience had 

shown that at best it was likely that only approximately 30% of householders 

would avail of free radon measurements. 

• Mr Alan Ellard (Radon Ireland Group) suggested that local authorities should 

play a greater role in radon awareness efforts. Decentralising the awareness effort 
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is critical.  Most people are not overly concerned about radon, therefore much still 

needs to be done to raise their awareness of the dangers of radon exposure. 

 

Session 2: Health effects and public awareness 

• Dr James McLaughlin (University College Dublin) suggested that many  of the 

200 deaths linked to radon exposure will occur at levels below 200 Bq/m3, and 

trying to identify only high homes would save a smaller number of people (those 

living in the higher concentration who are most at risk).  The most cost effective 

way of dealing with this was by proper implementation of the Building 

Regulations as these seemed to be the only way of reducing the average radon 

level into the future and therefore reduce the number of related deaths. 

• Mr Ellard stated that unlike the RPII, his company (Radon Ireland Group) has 

seen a significant rise in the number of workplaces carrying out radon 

measurements.  This observation was welcomed by the RPII representative who 

commented that the RPII’s awareness campaign may be more effective than first 

thought at increasing awareness amongst employers regarding radon. 

• An audience member suggested that future radon road shows should be held on 

Saturdays as Saturday tends to be the busiest shopping day.  The RPII indicated 

that they would try this approach. 

 

Session 3: Radon Remediation and Prevention 

• In his presentation Mr Eugene Monaghan (Radon Centre Wexford) made the 

following points: 

o Involvement of the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) in regulating radon 

in workplaces is crucial because it is the HSA that employers pay most heed 

to. 

o Homes with potential radon problems are being built at a much higher rate 

than homes that are currently being remediated. Therefore, there needs to be 
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a dramatic change in the political involvement, in state funding and in 

legislation if we want to reduce this gap. 

o Making new house measurement mandatory and improving the rate of 

inspections at the time of construction are the two main factors which can 

contribute to eliminating the radon problem for new homes. 

o Radon barriers should be installed in every new building (like in Northern 

Ireland) and buildings should be tested. 

o Regarding radon remediation of existing houses, affordability is a problem 

for some householders. Therefore, the cost of remediation should be 

reduced, but the remediation industry is not large enough to lower the costs. 

Therefore, grants or tax incentives need to be made available. 

o Advice from the RPII that householders employ an architect to advise them 

on remediation is unhelpful and can add significantly to the total costs. 

o Remediation is simple and can normally be completed within a day.  This 

should be made clear when explained to the public. There are exceptions, as 

some remedial works can sometimes be more complicated, and therefore, 

cost will increase, but overall, it is not the case.   

o Road shows are a very good initiative, but not enough. There is a need for 

information to be provided from a range of different sources and on a 

constant basis in order to reinforce the message. 

• Mr Monaghan further suggested that standby sumps in new buildings are not cost-

effective and should be discontinued.  Dr McLaughlin and Mr Kevin Sheridan 

(FAS) disagreed with this and pointed out that the provision of a standby sump in 

a new house adds very little to the cost of a new house. 

• Mr Monaghan also suggested that radon testing in new houses should be made 

mandatory.  Mr Johnny McGettigan (Building Control Officer, Donegal County 

Council) agreed with this and pointed out that he lobbied for this provision to be 

included in the recent revision of Technical Guidance Document-C of the 

Building Regulations. 
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Appendix 1 

 
List of Attendees 

 
 
Organisation Name Contact Person Email Address 
Ace radoncontrol Vincent O'Rourke aceradoncontrol@eircom.net
Aerobord Ltd. Anne O'Connor mail@aerobord.ie
Alpharadon Teo David Doyle info@alpharadon.ie
Alpharadon Teo Rita Comerford info@alpharadon.ie 
Alpharadon Teo Richie Riordan info@alpharadon.ie 
Clare County Council Anglela Naughton anaughton@clarecoco.ie
Clare County Council John O'Malley jomalley@clarecoco.ie
Clare County Council Kieran Greene kgreene@clarecoco.ie
Clare County Council Adrian Kelly akelly@clarecoco.ie
D & D Radon Services Paddy Dungan danddradonservices@eircom.net 
D & D Radon Services Darren Duggan danddradonservices@eircom.net 
Donegal County Council Johnny McGettigan johnny.mcgettigan@donegalcoco.ie 
Ecopure Environmental Consultancy Gerard Gleeson gerrygleeson@hotmail.com
Ecopure Environmental Consultancy John Gleeson johngleeson@fwi.ie
Environmental Health Dept. (HSE) Gerry Leen gerry.leen@mailn.hse.ie 
Environmental Health Unit (Dept. of Health 
& Children) Eilis Gilvarry Eilis_Gilvarry@Health.irlgov.ie
ESB George O'Driscoll george.odriscoll@esb.ie
ESB - Tralee PC Lynch Pc.Lynch@esb.ie
FAS Kevin Sheridan kevin.sheridan@fas.ie
Forget Me Not Florist Tony Ennis info@flowerstralee.com
Geological Survey of Ireland Pat O'Connor Patrick.oconnor@dcmnr.gov.ie 
Health Service Exec (Environmental Health 
Officers) Aoife Crowley aoife.crowley2@mailh.hse.ie
Health Service Exec (Environmental Health 
Officers) Donal Daly Donal.Daly@mailp.hse.ie
Health Service Exec (Southern Area) Paul Kavanagh  
Homebond Willie Keane efarrell@homebond.com
Horan's Healthstores Sandra Breen sandratbreen@eircom.net
Institute of Technology, Tralee Kevin Lynch claire.horan@staff.ittralee.ie
Institute of Technology, Tralee David Hegarty david.hegarty@staff.ittralee.ie
Institute of Technology, Tralee Donal Hunt donal.hunt@staff.ittralee.ie
Irish Cancer Registry Harry Comber h.comber@ncri.ie 
Jimmy Deenihan Jimmy Deenihan jimmy.deenihan@oireachtas.ie 
Kerry Airport Peter Moore info@kerryairport.ie
Long Construction Services James Long James@longs.ie
Malone O'Regan McGillicuddy Donal O'Carroll info@mrg.ie
Mapinformatics Dr. Finbarr O'Sullivan Finbarr@mapinformatics.com
Meadowlands Hotel Ger Borgeat medlands@iol.ie
MetPro Ltd. Deirdre Carr deirdre@metpro.net
Michael O Gabhlain Michael O Gabhlain mogabhlain@eircom.net
Michael Williams Associates Michael Williams mwa@mwa.ie 
Michael Williams Associates Maureike Froede mwa@mwa.ie 
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Michael Williams Associates Sebastian Schreiher mwa@mwa.ie 
Michael Williams Associates Ciaran Carmody mwa@mwa.ie 
Michael Williams Associates Stephen O'Sullivan mwa@mwa.ie 
Michael Williams Associates John Balfry mwa@mwa.ie 
Necoflex Ltd. Timothy O'Neill tim.oneill@necoflex.ie
North Tipperary County Council Dave Carroll dcarroll@northtippcoco.ie
North Tipperary County Council John Morrissey jmorrisey@northtippcoco.ie
Nuclear Safety Section (Dept. of the 
Environment) Yvonne Butler yvonne_butler@environ.ie
Nuclear Safety Section (Dept. of the 
Environment) Mary Downes mary_downes@environ.ie
Nuclear Safety Section (Dept. of the 
Environment) Stephanie Redmond stephanie_redmond@environ.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland David Fenton dfenton@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Ann McGarry amcgarry@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Tony Colgan tcolgan@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Catherine Organo corgano@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Hugh Synnott hsynnott@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Lorraine Currivan lcurrivan@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland John O'Grady jogrady@roii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Mairin O'Colmain mocolmain@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland David Dawson ddawson@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Kevin Kelliher kkelleher@rpii.ie
Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland Conor Agnew cagnew@rpii.ie
Radon Detection Limited Neil Hanaphy info@radondetection.ie
Radon Ireland Alan Ellard alan.ellard@radonireland.com
Radon Laboratory Services Stephen Khart contact@rls.ie
Sean Lambe Sean Lambe  
Tipperary South County Council Gavin Cullen gavin.cullen@southtippcoco.ie
University College Dublin James McLaughlin james.mclaughlin@ucd.ie 
Waterford City Council Ray Daniels rdaniels@waterfordcity.ie
Waterford County Council Derek Lyons dlyons@waterfordcoco.ie
Wexford County Council Clem Daly clem.daly@wexfordcoco.ie
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